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Planck - Wege zur physikalischen Erkenntnis, 1944 
 
’The axiomatic way of thinking is useful and necessary but therein also hides the dubious 
danger of one-sidedness, that the physical world view loses its meaning and degenerates into 
an empty formalism. Because if the connection with reality is detached then a physical law 
appears - not anymore as relation between quantities which can all be measured 
independently from one another but - as a definition, by means of which one of those 
quantities is reduced to the others. Such reinterpretation is particularly tempting because a 
physical quantity can be defined much more exactly by an equation than by a measurement; 
however that fundamentally represents abandonment of its true meaning.’ 


